another attacking a ticc The slanting rays of the setting
sun found the entire divisional general staff perched on
branches
A little breeze got up, stirred the tops of the pines,
and drove away the stench of decomposition
Two hours later lights-out was sounded The camp
settled into silence Ungcrn undiessed and made his way
to the river, stark naked The setting sun gilded his sandy
hair and picked out his prominent ribs The Baron had a
long swim Night fell Up in the trees, the officers could
hear the sound of Ungcrn's strokes and his breathing
Then he came out of the watci, shook himself, went back
to his tent, lit a candle, lay down, and opened a book
In the silence of the night the pages of the book could be
heard turning At length the candle was extinguished
During the following days Ungern harried his men
mercilessly Henceforth he compelled them to undress
before they climbed trees He had noticed that mosquitoes
swarmed in the evening along the banks of the Selenga,
which was swollen by floods Sometimes he ordered a
heavily laden soldier to swim acioss the nvcr on horse-
back He stood still on the bank, with his glassy eyes
following the mount, swimming hard in the rapid current
with its head thrown back, and the rider lashing at it
As often as not, horse and man were drowned
The halt on the banks ft the Selenga lasted a little
more than a week Towards the end of this period, aero-
planes started flying over the camp They appeared in the
morning, always at the same time, circled several times,
and then flew eastwards again Even through field-glasses
it was impossible to make out the faces of the pilots as
they leant out of their cockpits Red discs were painted
on the wings the emblem of the Rising Sun
"The Japanese command has sent them to get in touch
with us,' declared Zabiakin
'Then why don't they land^ demanded doubters.
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